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2020 started out with loads of promise and

excitement. We were not prepared for how much

things would change. Instead of attempting to

make It look like something It wasn't, we

decided early on to lean Into our mission, vision

and Identity and respond to the needs we saw In

the community.

There’s nothing that we can say about this year

that won’t be echoed by nearly every other

human on the planet. However, thanks to our

community of artists, dancers, poets, singers,

activists, educators and learners, donors and

community leaders, we were able to not only

make it through this crazy year - we were able to

stay active and continue serving our community

while staying on mission.

All of the things that we were able to do this year

(including achieving our Giving Tuesday goal!)

could not have been possible without you, and

we are beyond grateful. The next year promises

more challenges, triumphs and changes, and we

look forward to continuing our impact in

Lynchburg and the spaces around us. Together,

we’re on to something great.

May we continue to hear clearly, serve bravely,

and create boldly!

A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E
F O U N D E R

NICK GEORGE
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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A B O U T  T H E
L I S T E N I N G ,  I N C .
In 2012, a group of friends decided to get

together and do something very simple:

enjoy intentional art. It wasn't enough to

chat about it, but to actually pursue a

greater, shared appreciation of the

music and poetry they enjoyed

individually.

A few months later on March 29th, 2013,

it was given a name, inspired by the

debut album by hip-hop group Little

Brother, and this platform was called

"The Listening".

After becoming tax-exempt In 2016, we

steadily grew. Introducing a host of new

programs while continuing engaging our

community with the performing arts!
- Geraldo Alonso

"I love how engaged
and committed The
Listening is to
creating safe spaces
for people in our
Lynchburg, VA
community. This
work inspired me to
join and help them
make a difference."
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A WORD FROM
OUR BOARD CHAIR

Despite this year of social distancing, The

Listening upheld its core values and

created community at a time when we

most needed it. Throughout 2020, the

organization found safe, new, and

innovative opportunities to bring together

youth, artists, supporters, and collaborative

partners - allowing us to replace our

feelings of isolation with connection. And

after George Floyd's murder, The Listening

did just that - listened. 

It created a safe space where our feelings

could be shared, our voices could be

heard, and where we can continue to work

together toward racial healing and justice.

Thank you, our community of supporters,

for making all of this happen. I hope you

enjoy reading on page 10 how

programming responded to the past year

and utilized your investment in The

Listening to reinvest in our community. 

I hope you feel the impact you've made on

the community after reading the

testimonials on pages 11-13. Your support

"provided a light and a connection that

broke through the heaviness hanging over

2020".

The Board of Directors would also like to

thank our former Board Chair, Dori Baker, for

her years of dedication to The Listening.

Under her service, the organization saw

exponential growth and the opening of the

first Freedom School in Lynchburg. Dori,

thank you for your unwavering commitment

to our mission to engage, change, and save

lives.

We are so excited to share with you

everything that The Listening has in store for

2021! 

With gratitude,
Ashley Graham

Board Chair, The Listening, Inc.
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Women
70.4%

Men
29.6%

Women
67.5%

Men
32.5%

In 2020, we've seen a considerable boost in how we engage with our supporters.
As our world become much more virtual, we've been able to continue

connecting with supporters like through through our social media account,
pivoting and responding to the sounds and needs of our community!
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Facebook Page Likes: 1.8K Instagram Followers: 1.8K



Organization Gifts
36.7%

Individual Gift
27.3%

Matching Gift
22.2%

Pledges
13.8%

During our most challenging year yet, we've

been able to continue serving our community

with virtual events and programming!

500+
hours
Our community of volunteers
and board members have put
collectively clocked over 500

hours in support of our mission!
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Expenses
One of our core values is
transparency, and we are proud to
be able to share how we've been
accountable to the support we've
been able to build from supporters
and advocates like you. 

In spite of the challenges of the
past year, we've been more
equipped than ever before to 'pivot'
and 'respond'. As seen below, our
costs are broken up in these two
categories: Administrative Costs
& Programming Costs.
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Programming
61%

Administrative
39%

Administrative Costs
Accounting Services
Advertising & Marketing
Banking
Insurance
Office Supplies & Software
Travel
Licenses

Programming Costs 
Artist Stipends
Intern Stipends
Program Training for Staff
Program
Materials/Curriculum



RESPONDING,
NOT REACTING

In spite of having to suspend many
of our traditional activities and
programs, supporters like you
empowered our programs and
activities throughout the year.

Way back at the beginning of the year,

we were wanting to kick things off with

a two-part event series, focusing on a

crucial piece of the U.S. Constitution.

We hosted an open mic session at

Speakertree, then followed it up with

Story Circle, thanks to our friends at the

U.S. Department of Arts and Culture,

where community member gathered

and responded to prompts around our

place in the community.

As the 2019-2020 school year met an

abrupt end, we invited over 40

community members to join us on our

platform and read some of their

favorite books to our community of

Freedom School scholars and families!
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WE THE PEOPLE

DAILY READ ALOUD

As our ability to gather together

changed this year, we were able to

transition to holding space online.

Responding to social events, we

continued to host sessions for those of

us who perform with passion and

purpose.

VIRTUAL OPEN MIC
SESSIONS

Together with the Junior League of

Lynchburg, we were able to provide

over 30 families with survival kits,

packed with creative tools resources to

help students cope with our changing

environment.

FREEDOM BAGS

This collaborative project between us at

Opera on the James matched

classically trained composers with

original poetry, written by four young

poets, Inspired by the world around

them!

LIFE THESE
DAYS

Thanks to a grant from the Virginia

Cooperative Extension, we were able to

provide over 30 families with gardening

kits, an alternative learning opportunity

while providing access to fresh fruits

and vegetables!

GARDENING
KITS

With support from our friends from The

People's Supper, we co-hosted 5 weekly

sessions of dinner and discussion with

Refuge, another local collective of

culture-changers. These conversations,

facilitated by community members and

Creative Citizens, journeyed across

racial lines, as well as among those who

share the same racial identity. Quoted

from the Racial Justice Guidebook, this

series was for those "who wish to have

an honest conversation about race, and

to chart a collective path forward."

RACIAL
HEALING/JUSTICE
JOURNEY



"The Listening occupies a space in the

non-profit world in Central Virginia

that no other non-profit can touch.

Their innovation and commitment to

promoting the arts as a means to

heal and make a change in the world

is absolutely inspiring. I've watched

them blossom and grow over the past

7 years and I can't wait to see what

else is in store!"

 

- LaShonda D.

TESTIMONIALS
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"I attended my first Open Mic during the pandemic

and after the killing of George Floyd. I did not

know what to expect, but I was comfortable tuning

in virtually. I was asked to share some form of

spoken word and I read "Mother to Son" by

Langston Hughes. It was great to read that piece

and be able to share and relate with the other

attendees at the virtual event. I loved that

conversation was part of the evening - not just a

performance. And we were all there to listen to

each other, comfort each other, validate each

other. I've gone to other Open Mics with TLI and it's

always a surprise as to who will be listening and

who will be sharing; but it's always worth it."

 

- Vicki H.L o c a l  t e e n s  I n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a t  a  Y o u n g ,  L i t
&  F r e e  O p e n  M i c  S e s s i o n  I n  S p r i n g  2 0 2 0

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  c o n d u c t i n g
F r e e  L i s t e n i n g  a t  a  l o c a l  B l a c k  L i v e s  M a t t e r

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  I n  S u m m e r  2 0 2 0



TESTIMONIALS
"Unfortunately, I don’t live in the area
and have yet to get to a live event (by

the looks though they are incredible). I
started tuning in to the live sessions
during the pandemic and they gave me

life! Seriously, the live broadcasts
provided a light and a connection that
broke through the heaviness hanging
over 2020. The artists in each session
are incredibly talented and inspiring.

Being able to tune in breathed life into a
lot of nights. Thank you!"

 
- salina S.
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The Listening is an invaluable
organization in our community. They

provide an outlet for so many to find
their voice and be heard. They serve

the youth in many of our schools and
provide adults with a vehicle to
promote positive change in our

neighborhoods. Long live THE LISTENING!
 

- Derrick B.

D a v i o n  W . ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o u r  D a i l y  R e a d
A l o u d  i n  S p r i n g  2 0 2 0

S i n g e r  K a y  B .  R o s e ,  p e r f o r m i n g  a t  a n  o p e n
m i c  s e s s i o n  I n  L a t e  W i n t e r  2 0 2 0



In June of 2019, The Listening hosted Lynchburg’s first Freedom School. By
every measure, the school was a success. Beyond the expected educational and
cultural enrichment, relationships were formed. Our faculty, servant leaders, and

scholars became friends. Even after the summer ended, our staff were
intentional in maintaining those friendships. 

 
My perspective is not solely based on my experience as a board member of
The Listening. I am also the parent of two of the Freedom School scholars.

Whether it was a card in the mailbox, or an email- my children were thrilled to
hear from their Freedom School family. 

 
As you can imagine, we were all looking forward to this summer. My children,
Marquis and Savannah, were initially happy when school went virtual in March.
As the weeks passed, that excitement began to fizzle. None of us knew when
they would be able to see their friends again. Suddenly the Freedom School
became even more important. It was devastating when we all realized that we

would be unable to have the school this summer. 
 

However, our leadership team didn’t skip a beat. They were able to pivot and
create an action plan. They went above and beyond to find different ways to
engage our scholars. When Rox and Davion showed up on my doorstep, my

children raced to the door. I watched them, masked in the doorway, tell Rox how
much they missed her. I watched their eyes light up during the subsequent

Zoom sessions. 
 

There were weeks that Rox was the only face my kids saw other than family.
Our staff was a light to families, even while dealing with same trauma that we

are all living through. 
 

And that is priceless.

A Letter from a Parent

- Nakesha Moore



A S H L E Y  G R A H A M ,

B O A R D  C H A I R

B O A R D  O F
D I R E C T O R S

OUR
COMMUNITY

G E R A L D  G R I F F I N ,  

V I C E  C H A I R

J A N I C E  B E N E J A N ,

B O A R D  S E C R E T A R Y

L A U R A  D U P U Y ,  

B O A R D  T R E A S U R E R

N A K E S H A  M O O R E ,

M E M B E R  A T - L A R G E

S A M A N T H A  C I T T Y ,

B O A R D  C H A I R

V I C K I  H U B B A R D ,

B O A R D  C H A I R

E L I Z A B E T H  P E R R Y -

S I Z E M O R E ,  

B O A R D  C H A I R

N i c h o l a s  S t e v e n  G e o r g e

L a r r y  T a y l o r ,  J r .

E r i n  " R o x "  C r u z

F a i t h  P e r r y

M a l i y a h  H a r r i s

S t e p h e n  M o r t o n

S e y m o n e  S i m m o n s

J e s s i e  H e a d

A r i a n n e  D a m i a n o

G e r a l d o  A l o n s o

J a y l i n  R a n d o l p h

S a r a h  F l e e t

D a v i o n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  J r .

L e a h  T h o m p s o n

C R E A T I V E  C I T I Z E N S



P H O T O  B Y  G U I L H E R M E  S T E C A N E L L A  
O N  U N S P L A S H
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